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New legislation 
eliminates DEI offices 


if er Savile on college campuses 
SENATE BILL 17 Story and Graphics by population with over 12,000 students 


Baleigh Davis and 600 plus faculty members who fit 
Managing Editor into many varied demographics. Women 
make up 62% of our population, men 
38 %, non-traditional students total in 
at 43%, Hispanic/Latino students make 
up 11% along with many other minority 
populations. 

“[We] are educating everyone — the 
path to a better world,” Nannen said. 
“That's what we believe, and that's where 
we're headed.” 

In addition to the diverse population, 
TJC has over 50 different clubs and 
organizations, some of which represent 
specific groups of students based on 
things like ethnicity or belief like the 
Hispanic Student Organization or the 
Baptist Student Ministry. According to SB 
17, these organizations are excluded from 
the tenants of the bill, and recognized 
campus clubs will not experience any 
difference in funding or policy. “[We] have 
organizations, and they can still operate 
just like they have in the past. This is 
specifically for those that are recognized 
on our campus,” Nannen said. 

However, according to an article written 
by Lily Kepner at the Austin American- 
Statesman, bigger schools like UT Austin 
are experiencing significant changes as a 
result of the bill. 

“At UT, officials have cut programs and 
scholarships; forced student and faculty 
groups sponsored by the school to comply 
with the law or risk losing their funding; 
and closed the Multicultural Engagement 
Center, which housed six UT-sponsored 
student groups|.]” 

TJC hosts many accomplished and 
distinguished guests that speak to students 
as a part of the Powerful Voices lecture 
series. TJC recently hosted renowned 
author and activist, Dr. Temple Grandin. 
Grandin, known for her advocacy 
for autism awareness as well as her 
revolutionary work in the cattle industry, 
delivered talks about both cattle handling 
and developing strengths and getting jobs 
for individuals facing autism. Under SB 17, 
short-term engagements are not affected. 

“[Even] when we have our speakers 
on campus, you know, we typically have 
the Powerful Voices lecture series, [we] 
can still do that," Nannen said. "There is 
no problem with that, it's not affected by 
this bill at all. Any type of a short-term 
engagement like that is not affected.” 


Senate Bill 17, put into effect in Texas 
in January, is a bill that prohibits public 
colleges and universities from having 
or maintaining Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion offices unless required by 
federal law. These offices, committed to 
helping create and foster an environment 
in which people of all backgrounds 
are represented and included, offered 
programs and training to the staff of these 
institutions to help ensure students are 
ot inpact the : oo a oS i _ respected and educated regardless of their 
TOCE er | , race or ethnicity, sex, social, political or 
religious beliefs. 

“Texas hosts world class public 
institutions of higher education that are as 
diverse as the state itself. However, certain 
diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) 
practices are polarizing and work against 
the goal of inclusion,” said Sen. Brandon 
Creighton in his committee report. Under 
this law, institutions of higher learning 
can no longer legally require employees to 
participate in DEI training and practices, 
like unconscious bias training or diverse 
hiring practices. 

TJC did not previously have a DEI 
office, but TJC Dean of Students Tampa 
Nannen addressed concerns about what 
this new legislation may mean at TJC 
for matters such as resources, student 
admissions, scholarships and campus 
organizations. “What I appreciate is the 
opportunity to tell you what we have, 
because these services are not going to 
change. They are the services that we 
have had for years,” Nannen said. “[We're] 
always looking for better ways to serve 
students, because our goal is for students 
to be successful.” 

The language of the bill suggests that 
student admissions will not be negatively 
impacted. 

“{One] of the tenets of Senate Bill 17 
is that students are not to be selected for 
admission based on sex, color, ethnicity, 
country of origin; there are several 
characteristics,” Nannen said. “Look at our 
diverse, you know, population. No one is 
excluded from TJC because of any of those 
things.” 

Like many other Texas colleges and 
universities, TJC has a notably diverse 
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Demographic Breakdown of TJC 


| Non Traditional Students (under 18) 
White 8 9% 


175% 


Hisparic/Latino 
11% 
Asian % Female 
0.7% 24% 
Black or African American | 


§.9% 


First Gen 
9.7% Male 

14.7% 
TJC has a diverse population of over 12,000 students and over 600 faculty 
members. Statistics courtesy of TJC Fast Facts and Institutional Data for the 
2023-2024 academic year. 


Top graphic: information courtesy of TJC Dean of Students Dr. Tampa Nannen. Her office is 
located on the third floor of the Rogers Student Center, Room 308. 
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Story and Photo 
by Ashton Gatson 
Multimedia Journalist 


Growing up as a twin is special. My brother 
and I were inseparable. Most people referred 
to us as twins instead of our individual names. 
We did everything together. When one of us 
learned something new, we taught the other 
one. When one of us got in trouble, the other 
one would be close by whether he agreed 
with the plan or not. When someone picked 
a fight with one of us, well they got us both. 
My parents always told us that we would be 
separated when we went to school, but for 
our elementary and middle school years, we 
had the same classes. In high school, we had 
many of the same classes, as well. My parents 
always encouraged each of us to have our own 
interests, but we continued to like all the same 
things. 

We are fraternal and not identical twins, but 
we still have an incredibly special bond and 
our own language. When in group settings, a 
simple gesture or quick glare can ensure that 
we are on the same page. I can remember in 
elementary school when with a simple glance, 
we both knew what part of the assignment on 
the dry erase board that we each needed to 
copy so we could get to recess quicker. I could 
always tell when something was bothering my 
brother as he could with me. We were each 
other's biggest fan and competition during our 
years of basketball, baseball and football. 

In 2021, prior to our senior year of high 
school, my brother and I needed to start to 
apply for college. Initially we applied to all 
the same schools. My parents then had to set 
us down and have the separation talk with us 
again. My brother wanted to continue playing 
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The challenges of living apart 


peso 


baseball in college, but I had no desire to do so. 
We went on college visits together, but quickly 
realized that we would be attending different 
colleges. 

By spring 2022, I decided on my college 
and my brother committed to an out-of-state 
school. I was so excited for him to continue 
playing the game he loved, but dreaded the day 
that we would have to separate for college. 

That July, my family helped my brother pack 
up and move to Arkansas for his next chapter 
of life. I helped him pack and unpack all his 
things in his new place. I think I dreaded the 
time to leave as much as my mom. I was not 
only leaving my brother, but I was leaving my 
best friend. A quick glance from my brother 
assured me that my brother was feeling sad too. 
I can still remember our hug and the long stare 
that we gave each other as our peep talk -we 
could do this. 

The drive home was a long one. A few weeks 
later I moved to TJC. This was the first time I 
had done anything alone in my life. I thought 
of how my brother had to be having the same 
feelings. All the other milestones in our lives 
had been taken together. It was bittersweet for 
both of us. I have always had a challenging 
time putting into words exactly how I felt. I 
now realized that the feeling was loneliness. 

I was surrounded by many people, but I felt 
alone without my brother. It was like a piece of 
me was missing. The bond that twins share is a 
unique one. 

Over the first few months, we shared lots of 
calls, texts, and Facetime calls. We both jumped 
at every opportunity to come home for visits to 
see each other. As the time moved on, I started 
to find my groove and feel less alone. I think 
that talking about it with friends and family 
helped me. I now realize that this is something 


experienced by many twins. 


How witnessing drug addiction 
affected me in my childhood 


Story and Graphics 
by Halee Hasten 
Tech Director 


Drug addiction is one of the worst things people can go 
through. I personally had to witness my mom go through 
this issue. Back in 2015, my mother and father went through a 
divorce. I was told it was a day for me to hang out with my sister 
who was studying for an exam. That day was when my mom and 
dad were in court. A couple of days before the divorce, I went to 
the movies with my dad. I noticed his phone was blowing up and 
he was not paying attention to the movie. That made me mad 
because I wanted him to watch the movie and turn off his phone. 
After the movies, we came home and I vented to my mom and 
told her,“Ugh, dad wasn’t paying attention to the movie. He was 
always on his phone.” My mom told me not to worry and 
go to my room. 

I was playing Mario Kart on my Wii U and heard a lot 
of curse words and a big slam of the door. That moment 
of my life started a bunch of concerns and issues. 

My mom started to use painkillers a couple of months 
after my dad started to see other women. She would go 
through her prescriptions left and right. I never knew that 
drug addiction was happening right in my face. It was 
like I was blinded by the love for my mom. I never 
knew the acts my mom was doing were going to 
affect my teenage life. 

The person who sold the pills to my 
mom was close to us. thought he just came | 
over to check up on us from the divorce. I was 
very wrong. I never paid attention to my mom 
giving him cash every time; I always just played 
with his dog. He would come every week, but when 
he could not.come, my mom would be so sad. These 
kinds of scenarios happened all the time. 

Fast forward to my sophomore year of high school. I 
was getting tired of my mom always sleeping. She would 
sometimes forget I existed and miss picking me up from 
school. I would have to call my grandparents to come and 
pick me up. The last time they picked me up from school, 
I asked them what was wrong with my mom. But they 
just said it was fine and that she was tired. I came home 
and she passed on the couch. I was so tired of her not 
responding to me. So, I asked my grandparents to pick me 
up and take me to their house. A couple of hours later, my 
mom drove to my grandparents house and begged me to 
come home. I said no. 

She left and I assumed she was going home. I was 
worried about her, so we went back to my house to 
check up on her. She was not there. We went 
across town to find her, but we could not 
find her. I went to sleep that night so scared 
something happened to her. My dadcalled 
my grandma the next morning. My mom was © 
in jail. She ended up in a ditch and a police 
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Fraternal twins Ashton Gatson and Al Gatson graduated from high school in 2022. | 


My brother and I are both in our second 
year of college now. We still have our special 
bond but being apart has become easier 
over time. I am grateful that my brother is 
only a call, text or Facetime away. We will 
always share our special twin bond, but 
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now I feel less lonely. As we both begin to 
move further into adulthood, being separated 
continues to be easier. The time apart has ; q 
made our homecomings so much more fun and | 
memorable. | 


officer found her. She was charged with DUI. My dad bailed her 
out of jail. She came home and I knew she was not going to be 
home for long. We ended up putting her in rehab. It has been 
four years since this all happened. My mom is now sober and the 
best mom in the whole wide world. 

This is my story, but millions of people struggle with drug 
addiction in America. According to the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, drug addiction is a “chronic disease characterized 
by drug seeking and use that is compulsive, or difficult to control, 
despite harmful consequences. The initial decision to take drugs 
is voluntary for most people, but repeated drug use can lead to 
brain changes that challenge an addicted person’s self-control 
and interfere with their ability to resist intense urges to take 
drugs.” 

According to the National Center for Drug Abuse Statistics, 
“among Americans aged 12 years and older, 37.309 million were 
current illegal drug users (used within the last 30 days) as of 
2020.” “Accidental drug overdose is a leading cause of death 
among persons under the age of 45.” 

Witnessing drug addiction was about the worst thing I could 
see. But it taught me a lot in life. It taught.me that love is way 

stronger than any pills could be. “You think the pills are magic 
to take the pain away, but it's black magic,” my mom said. 
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From reselling to owning, the journey of owning an original business 


Story by allowed everything to fit in together and gave her the 
Julissa Torres originality she wanted and BeeOriginal came to be 
Multimedia Journalist more authentic. This made her popular among the 
community, which granted her jobs around town to 
From revamping and reselling clothes and picture paint murals. 
frames to now an online and potentially mobile store, Wilson’s goal for her store is not only to create a 
Jessika Wilson started her own successful business, mobile boutique but also grant others the opportunity 
BeeOriginal, that reaches out to aid the small business _to advertise their small business the way she got 
a community. Her front page on Instagram has grown opportunities when she needed them. 
fe over the last year, which has encouraged Wilson to “I want to encourage one another a safe space for, 
move forward into creating a mobile store. you know, the message to be spread. So that's my goal, 
“I've been in the process of doing my mobile store,” ultimately, is to have workshops and also have a mobile 
. Wilson said. “Nobody sees the vision like I do. So boutique,” Wilson said. 


basically, I’m building it myself, but hopefully, you 
know, in the next month or so I should be done 
wrapping it up, and you guys will see me all around 
town.” | 

Wilson sees the opportunity of a mobile store as a 
way to create her own schedule. She plans on setting 
a monthly schedule where her audience will know 
where she is located on certain dates and times. 

“That's ultimately what I want is just that freedom to 
pick my schedule. And when I want to work, you know, | 
it's important to me for me to have that family work 
balance,” Wilson added. 

Her business launched around COVID 2020, after 
she was forced to quit her job in order to care for her 
mother who developed a brain hemorrhage. Even 
under the bad circumstances, Wilson explains it as 
“fitting perfectly” as her 5-month-old kid also needed 
her around and it gave her the free time to go after 
something life changing. 

Wilson’s artistic and fashion abilities came in handy 
in this business as she incorporated her art into clothes 
and artifacts to create the original content she desired 
to put out for others. She talks about her passion of 
turning old, bland and worn outworn-out objects into 
new and fresh ones like picture frames and clothes. 

“I love going to garage sales. Getting old picture 
frames and remaking them. And I've always done | 
artwork for my friends. So might as well try and sell it, 
you know. So that's when I kind of began integrating _ 
my love of clothes and artwork,” Wilson said.. | 

She explains that merging these two things she loves 
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Baseball student assistant builds his career through TJC 


Story and Photo by Grace Stone 
Multimedia Journalist 


Austin Hum is the student assistant for the TJC baseball 
team. He gets an inside look at what he wants his future career 
to be like while he is also getting an education. Although he 
is getting a head start at his dream career, he has to juggle 
managing a full-time job with the team and his studies. 


Q: What is your role with the TJC Baseball team? 

A: I am the student assistant. 

Q: What inspired you to be a part of the baseball team here 
at TJC? 

A: TJC has a great baseball program. They’re known and | 
recognized on a national scale. I want to be a coach, so I 
wanted to get in with one of the best programs in the country. 
I want to learn from the best and help as much as I can. 

Q: How do you balance school and baseball in your life? 

A: I try to get my schoolwork done as early as I can, and as 
often as I can. Studying outside of baseball is important for 
me and being responsible with my time. I am at the baseball 
fields every day helping with practice or games, so it is a big 
part of my week. 

Q: How do you see your position as student assistant of the 
TJC baseball team benefiting your future? 

A: I definitely see it helping my future and benefiting me. 
If nothing else, this can go on my resume for the future. This 
is a great opportunity to meet other people in the industry 
and who knows maybe I will make great connections for 
my future. 

Q: What life lessons have you learned from being a part of 
the baseball program at TJC? | 

A: I have learned how to be a part of a team again, and how 
to show up every day, not just for myself, but for the team and 
the staff. | 


Story and Photo by Liberty Koerbel 
Multimedia Journalist 


| ? | | | 
Shurrell Wiebe is the TJC Academy Pre-Professional Program 


Director and dance professor. She has taught full-time at TJC for 
_ nine years. In her first year at TJC, she was the artistic director for 
the "Lion King." She shares her peyeney of teaching and dance. 


Q: Did you go to school for dance? | 


A: I did. Yes, I trained in dance all the way through. And I,went 


back to school, so I danced in the dance world for a couple of 


years and then went back to school for dance. I didn't even get my 


master's until oh, gosh, 2014. So, I went back again. 
(Q: Were you teaching while you were in high school? 
A: Yes. | | 
Q: Have you always wanted to teach? Or have you always | 
wanted to teach dance specifically? | 


divorced, and then my mom was a schoolteacher. When I was, 
I guess I was 16. And it was a stretch for her to afford for me to 
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A: I didn't know that I wanted to teach dance. At first, I wanted 
to dance. I knew that. When I was young, I fell in love with it. My 
entire life pretty much revolved around it. I knew that I wanted to 
dance on stage. I really didn't think about teaching. My parents 
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Shurrell Wiebe showcases dancers on her wall. She started her dance journey at 


Q: Would you say you have built personal connections with 
the players and staff? 

A: Most definitely! 

Q: What plans do you have for your future? 

A: My plans for the future are to stay involved in baseball 
for as long as I can and hopefully work my way up to being a 
college coach. 

Q: Do you feel like the coaching staff at TJC have been good 
role models for your career in the future? 

A: Absolutely, they have shown me in just the short time 
that I've known them, how to handle business on and off the 
field. All the problems, or things that may come up outside 
of the program, and then how that translates back over to the 
program, and what needs to be done daily to be successful. 

Q: What are your next steps in your education journey? 

A: My next steps are to transfer out of TJC and hopefully 
attend the University of Texas in Austin and get my bachelor's 
degree and then become a coach and start working my way 
up. 

ee If you got to choose your dream job where and what 
would that be? 3 

A: My dream job would probably be baseball coach at the 
University of Texas. I don't even know if it must be the head 
coaching job just on staff there would be amazing. 

Q: If you had to give any advice to freshmen coming in who 
are interested in a position like yours, what would you tell 
them? 

A: I would tell them to work hard, always help others, and 
don’t just do things because it benefits you. Go out of your way 
to help others and show up every day, put in all the work that 
you can. It'll pay off eventually. 

Q: Do you have anything else that you would like to add or 
any additional facts? 

A: I've really enjoyed my time here at TJC especially being 
able to be a part of the baseball program now. I am super 
excited for this seasé#’and just super thankful. Go Apaches! 


TJC professor shares her journey of dance and teaching 


take class at that time, and the teachers that I was taking from 

had offered me the opportunity to teach classes for them while I 
was in training, and it was going to pay for my dance classes. So 
that was my first experience teaching, and choreographing and 

I found a new love and passion for dance in a different way. Just 
being able to see the students and what they are accomplishing or 
what they accomplished. And so that was my spark. That was the 
first time I even thought about teaching. 

Q: What does your dance background look like? 

A: I started dancing at two. My mom put me in dance classes 

with one of her good friends, and I fell in love with it. I moved 
to Tyler, and I started at Marcia Grub studio dance here. After 
a couple of years there, she knew that I was very serious. And 
she said she didn't have the program that I needed to have a 
profession in dance. 

Q: How old were you then? 

A: 1 was u1, I think. 

Q: So young? . 

A: Yes, I was young. Oh my gosh, I can't remember exactly. I’d 
have to go back and look at the exact age. But she said I could go 
to Dallas, or that there was a new teacher in town that had just 
opened a studio and she was only accepting students that really 
were dedicated to dance, which meant I couldn't do anything else. 
No drill team, no POM squad, no cheering, no social events. It 

was dedicated to dance and that's 
what I chose. So, I met Pam Irwin 
and Thereza Bryce Coates at The 
Dance Factory here in Tyler. They 
were new to the area and young 
and fiery and disciplined and they 
disciplined us into dancers. I think 
every single one of us in my group 
of dancers that they were training 
at the time have all gone into the 
professional world. So, it really was 
a blessing, that I was able to do that 
and that my teacher saw something 
in me and sent me to them was 
‘special. And I commend her for 
that because many teachers don't 
send their students to other places. 
So, I appreciate that. 

Q: What's your favorite style of 
dance to do yourself? What was it 
when you were younger or your 
favorite now? 

A: Definitely modern and jazz. I 
took ballet almost every day of my 
life growing up, when I was young, 
just to be better at modern, and I 
didn't care for ballet at the time. 
Now I have a love hate relationship. 
And I mean, I absolutely love it, 
but it was always just hard on my 
body, and hard on my feet. I didn't 
have the perfect turnout, or the 
perfect body for ballet. So modern 
dance was a way for me to still have 
that outlet of professional dance. I 
fell in love with it. 

Q: What's your favorite style of 
dance to teach? Is it the same? Or is 
it different? 

A: Yes, it's still modern, it's still 
jazz. I love teaching choreography 
classes, honestly. There's just not 
anything that I don't love to teach. I 
love every aspect of dance. And the 
older, I'll say more mature, I get the 

more I find that I love world dance 
and cultural dance, different aspects 
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Austin Huml is standing outside of Mike Carter field, the 
home of the TJC Apache baseball . He manages a full- 
time job, baseball and school. 


_ our’school shows sell out, which is amazing. And most of our if 
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of dance, social dance. So, there's just so many avenues that I 4 
didn't really know about when I was younger. It was all ballet, : 
modern, jazz, tap, you know, that's what it was. Classical styles, or 7 
techniques. And now there's just a whole world out there that I 
get to play with and teach and experience and travel to go see. 

Q: What's your favorite part of your job? 

A: The kids. So just that moment when the light bulb goes off, 
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and they get it, or they're on stage, and all that hard work pays off. 


When you see students that you've worked with since they were 
babies dance in the professional world, and you're just so proud. 
You know, those are my kids, my babies. So, the day-to-day grind 
can be taxing, tiring and tough, but the result is special. 
Q: What's the most challenging part? iL 
A: Probably the most challenging part for me is the technology J 
now. You know, not just teaching in the academy;I teach atthe 7} 
college, also. And, you know, in the dance world, we didn't need 
that. All we needed was our technique and ourclassesandour 
studio. Now, it's a lot of online and technology. There's a lot of a 
paperwork, I'm not one that loves the paperwork, Ijust wantto 
be in the studio with the kids. And that part of it, the aspect of ; 
paperwork and technology and that kind of thing is tough, it’s just 4 
not my expertise. 
Q: What inspired you to pursue a career in dance? ; 
. A: I don't know. I just did not think that there was anything else : } 
I wanted to do. You know, I guess I'm one of those few people that i 
didn't flounder much. I mean, I pretty much knew it was a part of a 
my life. I tried to ease out into other aspects, especially when your. a 
body starts to hurt. And you know you're not going to be able to * P | 
do it forever. Because dancers' careers are very short. I tried other 
things that I thought I might like, and I was almost depressed, ' 
not having dance. So, I had to kind of reinvent, you know, and so, _ 
instead of dancing, I started steering toward the teaching aspect. | 
And I think that dance chooses us. I don't know if we choose __ ™ 
dance, I think it becomes us once we experience it. We either love 
it and we're, you know, passionately connected to it, or we're not. ih a 
Q: What's your goal for the upcoming year regarding your 
work here? 
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A: I have a lot of goals. I mean, we're constantly growing. 
We have since the first year that I was here. We have grown mY) 
immensely. We have new buildings, new theaters, our studios. 
are overflowing with students, My goal is to make TJC the best | 
program it can be to train students to be as professional and By 
proficient as possible. I want to succeed in their dance world and a 
their dance journey, whatever that life may be. AndI wantto | 
create awareness for the arts. I don't think there's enough of the — i. 
true art of dance. I don't think there's enough awareness. I don't a 
think kids are exposed to it and really know what it's about, the 
artistic side of it. So got lots of goals still need to be met. Bh 

Q: Did I leave anything out? Is there anything you want meto 7 
know? Any upcoming shows? | ae 

A: Yes, absolutely. I'm doing the artistic direction for our sprint | 
production of "Peter Pan." And it's so fun. Let me tell you, we're 7 
bringing in a special company that's flying our dancers. So, welll” 
have aerial choreography, as well as flying over the stage and the 4 
front of the audience. We have some amazing guest artists coming i 


‘ 
i, 
' 


=~ 


uh 


= = 


Na 


in that are former alumni. It's the weekend of the 19, 20 and 21 iy 
of April. So, April 19 we have a7 p.m. show, April 20 we have a2 4 
and a7 p.m. show, and then Sunday, April 21, we have a matinee uy 
show at 5 p.m. I know, it's kind of an odd time on Sunday, but it's | 


not too late for school night. We do have schoo] shows, normally i 


productions, you know, all Nutcrackers sell out and we're almost ! 
there in our spring show capacity, as well. So, state of the art ot 
sets, we ve got amazing set builders and choreographers and set 


designers and set artists and it's, you know, something to see, 
> 


so!) 
hope people will come out and see it. | 


February 16 - February 29, 2024 


Friday, Feb. 16 


Baha'i Club: Reflections on the Life of 
the Spirit | 

Board Dining Room, 3rd Floor of Rogers Student 
Center @ Noon 


Monday, Feb. 19 


Turning Point USA Meeting 
Rogers Student Center Spirit Room @ 4 p.m. 


Bad Grammar Makes Me [Sic]: 


Common Grammatical Errors 
Online @ 6 p.m. 


Baha'i Club: Devotionals 
Mrs. Anglin's home @7 p.m. 
Email kang@tjc.edu for directions. 


Tuesday, Feb. 20 


STEM Club: Lunch n' Learn with 


Nate Smith! 
Genecov 102 @ Noon 


The Study Cycle: Study Smarter, 
not Longer | 

Quest Classroom, Ist Floor Vaughn Library 
@ 3:30 p.m. 


Student Senate General Assembly 
Jenkins Hall, Room 1109 @ 4 p.m. 


Guest Artist Masterclass - Anna & 


Kaden Larson, Violin & Piano 
Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center 
@ 4:30 p.m. 


Guest Artist Recital Series - Anna & 
Kaden Larson, Violin & Piano 


Bus Map 


Story by Taylor Thompson 
Multimedia Journalist 


In a partnership between TJC and the City of 
Tyler, TJC students can ride free on the Tyler 
Transit System. According to the City of Tyler 
website, the typical adult fare is $1 per bus or 
$40 for a 30-day pass, making it a discount for 
students in need of public transport. A student 
ID with the current semester validation sticker 
is required to board the bus. If necessary, 


student IDs can be obtained or updated at 


the police station on 1019 S. Baxter Ave, or the 
Rogers Student Center substation. 

There are six different routes, with the closest 
to TJC being the Campus Connector route that 
stops at TJC Main Campus, UT Tyler and TJC 
West. The Campus Connector bus runs Monday 
through Friday from 6:05 a.m. to 8 p.m. More 
information on the transit route and schedule 
can be found on the City of Tyler website. 


Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center 
@ 7:30 p.m. 


Wednesday, Feb. 21 


Baha'i Club: Meaningful Conversations 
Board Dining Room, 3rd Floor of Rogers Student 
Center @ Noon | 


CJSA Meeting 
Pirtle, T-200 @ 4 p.m. 


The Study Cycle: Study Smarter, 


Not Longer 


Online @ 6 p.m. 


Thursday, Feb. 22 


Bad Grammar Makes Me [Sic]: 


Common Grammatical Errors 
Quest Classroom Quest Classroom, Ist Floor 
Vaughn Library @ 3:30 p.m. 


Annual Black History Banquet 
Rogers Student Center, Apache Rooms @ 6:30 
p.m. 


Wind Ensemble & Symphonic Band 


Photo by Santiago Nunez 
Concert 
Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center 


@ 7:30 p.m. 


Friday, Feb. 23 


Baha'i Club: Reflections on the Life of 
the Spirit 

Board Dining Room, 3rd Floor of Rogers Student 
Center @ Noon 


IGDA: Video + Board Game Event 
Rogers Student Center, Apache Room 4 @ Noon 
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Saturday, Feb. 24 


East Texas Big Event 
Downtown Tyler (110 N. College Ave. Tyler, 
Texas 75702) @ 9 a.m. 


Percussion Ensemble Concert w/ 


Guest Artists 
Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center 


@ 7:30 p.m. 


Monday, Feb. 26th 


Do You Comma Here Often? - 


Punctuation Workshop 
Online @ 6 p.m. 


Baha'i Club: Devotionals 
Mrs. Anglin's home @ 7 p.m. 
Email kang@tjc.edu for directions. 


Tuesday, Feb. 27 


STEM Club: Lunch n' Learn with Jacob 


Adams! : 
Genecov 102 @ Noon 


Student Senate General Assembly 
Jenkins Hall, Room 1109 @ 4 p.m. 


thedrumbeat.com 


Train Your Brain for Success 
Quest Classroom, Ist'Floor Vaughn Library 
@ 3 :30 p.m. 


BINGO NIGHT 
Rogers Student Center, Apache Rooms @ 7 p.m. 


Wednesday, Feb. 28 


Baha'i Club: Meaningful Conversations 
Board Dining Room 3rd Floor of Rogers Student 
Center @ Noon 


Pre-Spring Break Game Night 
Rogers Student Center, Apache Rooms @ 3 p.m. 


CJSA Meeting 
Pirtle T-200 @ 4 p.m. 


Train Your Brain for College Success 
Online @ 6 p.m. 


Thursday, Feb. 29 


Do You Comma Here Often? - 


Punctuation Workshop 
Quest Classroom, Ist Floor Vaughn Library @ 
3:30 p.m. 


Photo by Antonio Vicente 


* Events subject to change and can be located on |\OrgSync. 
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Commentary: How the "Queen of Rap" is undoing her two decade long legacy 


Story & Graphics by Catalaya Demarco 
Social Media Director 


Feuds have taken place between rivaling acts since the ’8os. | 
In fact, the first known ‘diss track’ was titled “Roxanne’s Re- 
venge”, released by Roxanne Shanté, a female rapper, in 1984 
against U.T.F.O, a local girl group. The public dubbed the feud, 
“The Roxanne Wars.” This is still considered as the first beef in 
rap history. 

Although, it seems female rappers have never fought as 
much as they have during the era of Nicki Minaj. 

Minaj officially came onto the scene in 2007. Even her debut 
had problematic undertones as tensions formed: between her 
and then Queen of Rap, Lil Kim. 

The war turned active when both artists threw shots at each 
other during live performances, instigated by Ray J and Drake. 
Diss tracks were released and insults were thrown. It came to 
a head in 2010 when Lil Kim went on The Breakfast Club, a 
popular radio show, and claimed she and Nicki would never be 
able to make amends. 

Nicki had practically dethroned her by causing Kim to reveal 
how petty and bitter she was. Minaj had assumed the position 
of Rap’s It Girl. Between 2010 and 2016, she was the only female 
rapper consistently on the Billboard Hot 100. Today, she has 23 
Top 10 hits, the most of any female rapper. 

In 2017, Cardi B released Bodak Yellow. The song became 
the first female rap song to reach the Top Io since Minaj's 2014 
hit, Anaconda. It eventually reached No. 1, which had only 
been achieved by Lauryn Hill in 1998. A feat Nicki had tried to 
accomplish her entire career. 

Although the two avoided and denied any beef throughout 
2017, toxic fandoms lead to the two eventually engaging in a 
feud the following year. Extreme tension led to Cardi throwing 
a shoe at Minaj during a fashion week event. 

Part of this was people pitting women against each other. 
Some people on Twitter (X) have expressed the belief that 


Nicki perceives new girls performing successfully as a threat to 
her career. 

Since Cardi has entered the mainstream rap space, a handful 
of new female rappers have also seen success on the charts. 
Latto, Ice Spice, and Megan Thee Stallion are a few. 

Cardi and Nicki’s war six years ago has left a distasteful 
atmosphere throughout all of female rap. It feels at times girls 


have begun teaming up. They are either Team Nicki or Team 


Not Nicki. 

Within the last three years, there have been-several highly 
publicized virtual cat fights between artists, and most of them 
have Minaj at the center of the problem. She has tried to re- 
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Females have been in rap since the beginning. Over the 
decades, many women have battled obstacles and endured 
discrimination in the male dominated genre to see success. It 
would be more beneficial in the long run to work together as 
female artists and uphold the art. 


cruit new talent as friends, but turns on them when they work 
with someone she doesn't like. 

Most recently, Megan Thee Stallion released “Hiss,” a hit 
loaded with subliminal disses aimed at a list of people who 
don’t like her. On The Breakfast Club, Megan said, “I'm saying, 
a hit dog gon’ holler. That’s it. Whoever feel it, feel it.” 

Only one of the suspected targets responded: Nicki Minaj. 


- Minaj went on a series of Instagram lives dissing Megan, re- 


ferring to her as “Big Foot.” Over the following days, Minaj con- 
tinued throwing shots at Megan on X. She brought up Megan's 
shooting incident and her deceased mother among other low 
blow comments. ! | 

Minaj released a retaliatory diss track titled, “Big Foot.” The 
single went No. ron the iTunes charts in 50 countries, but Nicki 
Minaj’s impact and influence lead to people worldwide want- 
ing to know who this diss was aimed at. 

Megan essentially had an advantage by racking up the 
streams of curious Nicki Minaj listeners. The outcome was an 
embarrassment for Nicki. 

Hiss debuted on the Billboard Hot 100 and Global Hot 200 at 
No. 1, making Megan the first female rapper in history to debut 
atop the charts. The hit garnered an impressive 29 million 
streams in its first week. Meanwhile, Big Foot debuted at No. 23 
and quickly fell off the iTunes charts. 

Critics and even some of Nicki’s own fans did not receive her 
song very well. Many criticized it as “lazily constructed.” Others 
called for a boycott of Minaj’s music and unfollowed her. 

Nicki Minaj is a seasoned, established rap act who deserves 
the title of “Queen of Rap,” but with an increasing number of 
scandals, how will she maintain the role? 

She has been slowly damaging her reputation and 17-year 
legacy over the last few years by engaging in petty rap beef with 
newcomers. Unintentionally, she has begun to replicate what 
her predecessor (Lil Kim) did at the devastating end of her 

reign. 

It has been two decades since the Grammy’s removed the 
Best Female Rap Solo Performance from its categories, due to 
a lack of competition and releases. With rap finally regaining 
its female presence, it is time for a sense of unity and solidarity 
between female rappers. 


Top graphic, left to right photos courtesy of MTV UK and Getty Images. Photographers 
Steve Grantz, Christopher Polk, Charles Eshelman, Raymond Hall. 
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Learn how you can be 
part of The DrumBeat! 


Story By Marissa 
Krnavek 
News Editor 


Girls 2024 premiered on the 
big screens Jan. 12. Naturally, 
this version of “Mean Girls” 


and differences. 

The first significant 
difference between the two 
movies is Mean Girls 2024 . 
is a musical. However, the 
musical aspect of this movie 
was not advertised when the 
movie was being promoted. 
According to BBC News, a 
studio boss felt advertising 
it as a musical would sway 
audiences away from the 


the movie. 


the movies is the main 
character, Cady, specifically, 


movie, Cady lived with both 
parents, and they weren't as 
involved in the movie. In the 
new movie, Cady lives with 
her mother only and they 
have a deeper relationship. 
The last major difference 
to discuss is the cliques. In 
the original Mean Girls, the 
cliques were a vital point of 
the plot. In the new version 


was very short and wasn't a 
big part of the plot. The plot 


terms, is how to ruin Regina 


A new “Mean Girls" movie is 
now playing in theaters. Mean 


and the original “Mean Girls” 
movie have some similarities 


movie. Additionally, the boss 
felt it downplayed the genre of 


The next difference between 


Cady’s parents. In the original 


of Mean Girls, the clique tour 


of the new movie, in simplest 
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Top: Megan Thee Stallions album "Hiss" 
Bottom: Nicki Minaj's album "Big Foot" 


LIGA TRY 


George’s life. 

Despite the movie having 
many differences from the 
original one, there were still 
comparisons. 

One comparison is the 
characters. Principal Duvall 
and Ms. Norbury, the calculus 
teacher, are portrayed by the 
same actors who were cast for 
the original movie. Also, most 
of the characters in the movie 
are the same, but they’re 
portrayed by different actors. 

Another similarity is in the 
script. Besides the musical 
aspects, there are many one- 
liners in the original movie 
that were also in the new one. 

Additionally, the iconic 
Burn Book, which is featured 
in the original movie, is also 
in the new one. However, the 
new movie explains that the 
Burn Book was written when 
students got their phones 
taken away. 

The last comparison to 
mention is the Spring Fling 
Dance. The dance in the 
new movie is very similar to 
the original. Cady’s speech, 
her winning queen and the 
mathletes going to the dance 
after their competition are in | 
both the original andthe new [eee 
movie. ~ 

Next, I liked that the movie re) i ae 
was so similar to the original. [7% 4 
It gave me a nostalgic feeling. [aes i 
The music was an unexpected 
aspect of the movie, but it 


“Revenge Party” for example. 
Moreover, critics seem to 
like the new “Mean Girls” 
movie. Marya E. Gates 
says, “the film is a vinegary 
cautionary tale, an angry 
screed against being mean 
for meanness sake, and 
a love letter to teens who 
are comfortable just being 
themselves.” I’d have to agree 
with her. The “Mean Girls” 
movie is one of those feel- 
good films. 
All in all, the new Mean 
Girls movie had its fair 
share of differences from 
the original, but it also had 
many similarities. It’s a movie 
worth seeing. For those 
interested in seeing Mean 
Girls, it’s showing in theaters. 
Remember to bring your 
student ID to see about a 
discount. 
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‘Mean Girls' poster 
courtesy of Paramount 
Pictures 


original movie. There were 
a couple of songs that didn’t 
hit the mark, like the song 
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SUDOKU 


© StatePoint Media 
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 


row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9. 
F 


Theme: 
Love 


ACROSS 


1. Zagreb native 
6. Not St. or Blvd. 
9. Tucked in 
13. Whatchamacallit 
14. Robert Redford's 
Sundance __ 
15. In a cold manner 
16. Tiny island 
17. Mad King George's 
number 
18. Hearing, e.g. 
19. *Love's late Nirvana 
husband 
teks 
23. “Air Supply's "Making 
Love Out of Nothing at 
24. Elementary particle 
25. Lire meas. 
28. Land of Israel 
30. *Joe Cocker and 
Jennifer Warnes: "Love 
lifts us up where we ___ 
35. Ladder crosspiece 
37. Frenzied 
39. London's Thames, e.g. 
40.___ -European 
language 
41. Call it quits 
4. Very bright star 
44. What procedural and 
epidural have in common 
46. Crosby's and Still's 
partner 
47. Mountain valley 
48. Final words 
50. Future J.D.'s hurdle 
52. Food scrap 
53. lax 
55. Pen point 


" 


57. *"All You Need Is Love" 


band, with The 

61. *Letters to Juliet 
destination 

64. Habituate 

65. NHL surface | 

67. Ancient marketplace 
69. Like many bathroom 
floors? | 

70. Blunderbuss, e.g. 

71. Entrenched (2 words) 
72. Whirlpool 

73. Volleyball court center 
74. English homework 
assignment 


DOWN 

1. Computer-related 
imaging acronym 

2. CISC alternative 

3. Capital of Norway 

4. Single-cell protozoan 
5. Bottom lines 

6. Similar 

7. One of the Tudors 

8. Authoritative 
proclamation 

g. Single pip cards 

10. The Container Store 
purchase, pl. 
u."What___ can I say?" 
12. T-shirt, after tied 

15. Chemical cousin 

20. Homer's epic 

22. Actor Lowe 

24. Deviation from the 
norm 

25. *U2's "In the Name of 
Love" song 

26. First light of day 

27. Lemur from 
Madagascar 

29. Damien's prediction 
31. Ding-a-_ 

32. Convex molding 

33. *"Love means ____ 
having to say you're sorry" 
34. *"Love Actually" star 
36. Hockey score 

38. *Irue Loves ____ 

42. Feudal lord 

45. Loafed 

49. "Holy moly!" 

51. Rant 

54. "Peace" with fingers (2 
words) 

56. Phony 

57. Teeth mark 

58. Children's writer 
Blyton 

59. Old, in Scottish 

60. Three pointer 

61. Heater outlet 

62. Wooden pegs 

63. Rigoletto's "La donna 
mobile," e.g. 

66. Pool tool 

68. One or some 
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plash yet 


TJC's theatre is premiering 
"Moby Dick," which is originally 
a nationally acclaimed novel 
written by Herman Melville in 
1851 turned into a screenplay in 
the 1900s. “Moby Dick” is about 
aman named Ishmael (also the 
narrator) who has been a sailor for 
many years wanting to become a 
whaler. On his journey to get on a 
whaling ship, he becomes friends 
with a man named, Queequeg 
and they apply to work on a boat 
owned and captained by Ahab, 
who is a mysterious man with an 
obsession to hunt down the whale 
that took his leg, Moby Dick. 
TJC student Nathan Hill will be 
playing the role of Queequeg in 
the upcoming production. 


Q: How do you manage to relate to 
the character? 

A: He's just a guy from the islands. 
He befriends the main character 
of the show Ishmael, and they go 
on an adventure together. And 
he's kind of just along for the ride. 


Q: In what ways do you think 
teachers and students might 
relate to some of the themes being 
presented in the play? 

A: In our production, it's taking a 
really cool twist on the story, and 
the adaptation is really cool. I feel 
like TJC students, they'll be able 
to relate to some of the themes of, 
you know, feeling lonely, and just 
wanting more out of your life. 
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Q: Can you share some insights 
into what it has been like 
preparing for this production? 
A: For me personally, I've never 
been a part of a show quite like 
this. But we put in the hours, 
for sure. First thing, four hours 
every day from 6:30 to IO p.m. 
We're really just working on our 
characters, why we're telling the 
story and what the story means. 


Q: How many productions again 
have you been in at TJC? 
A: I think I've been in four so far. 
OK and it's gonna be five. 


Q: Do you think this show is being 
prepared a little differently than 
all the other ones? 

A: For sure, just the way we do 
things in rehearsal and what 

we spend our time on is much 
different than if we were doing 
"Legally Blonde." 


Daytime Hours: I to 6 p.m. 
Box Office Location: Rogers 
Palmer. Performing Arts Center 


Performance Location: Jean 
Browne Theatre 
Phone: 903-510-2212 


Performances are at 7:10 p.m. 
Feb. 28-March 1 and a matinee 
performance will be at 2:30 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. March 2. 


For more information, visit 
https://www.tjc.edu/theatre. 
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The DrumBeat is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press and the College Media Association, 2024 


FIRST COPY FREE 


Additional copies may be purchased for 50 cents 
each by contacting the TJC journalism office. News- 
paper theft is a crime. Those who violate the single 
copy rule may be subject to civil and criminal perse- 
cution and/or subject to university discipline. 


ADVERTISING 


The DrumBeat accepts advertising at the rate 

of $5 per column-inch. To request a copy of The 
DrumBeat's advertising card with submission 
guidelines, policies and deadlines call 903-510-2335. 


CORRECTIONS POLICY 


Las Mas' biggest 


Jillian Nutt and her friends work on building 

props for "Moby Dick" at Tyler Junior College, 
using there carpentry skills to bring the set to 
life. 


production. The stage is 
entirely built by TJC students with collaboration with their professors, creating an 


The DrumBeat strives to provide accurate infor- 
mation and welcomes comments, suggestions, and/ 
or complaints about errors that warrant correction. 
Messages about news coverage can be emailed to 
news@thedrumbeat.com. Letters to the editor may 
be emailed to news@thedrumbeat.com, delivered to 
Jenkins 1114B. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The DrumBeat invites its readers to share views by 
writing letters to the editor. All contributions will be 


edited for grammar, spelling, length (300 words max- 


imum), profanity and personal attacks. All letters must 
include the author's name, address telephone number, 
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and academic classification. Editors reserve the 
right to deny publication of any letter. Letters 
should be emailed to: news@thedrumbeat.com 
or brought to Jenkins 1114B. 


© The DrumBeat 2024 


All rights reserved. The DrumBeat, the student 
newspaper of Tyler Junior College, is published by 
journalism students biweekly during the fall and 
spring terms except during holidays and final exams. 
The DrumBeat is a student publication and the 
opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the administration, faculty, staff, or the adviser. 
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Preston Clark, a theatre 
student, helps build a prop for 
the upcoming performance 
of "Moby Dick" on Feb. 28. 
All props used in TJC theatre 


by students in the theatre 
program and the Las Mas 
student organization. 


Director Denise Weatherly demonstrates prop 


making techniques to student Jackson Holmes for the 


upcoming production. 


Assistant master carpenter 
Joshua Jernigan focuses on 
setting up the lighting for 
the upcoming performance 
of "Moby Dick" at TJC. 

A student led tech crew 
ensures the showcasing of 
the college's commitment to 
hands-on learning in theatre 
production. 


For more information on the play “Moby Dick,” visit www.tic. 
edu/theatre or find them on Instagram 
@tjc_lasmas. 


Interview and photos by 
Kevin Jabo, Host Anchor 
Watch the full interview at thedrumbeat.com. 


productions are manufactured 


Garrison Nichols 
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